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FEATURED ARTICLE

“The heart of man is very much like the sea, it has its storms, it has its tides 
and in its depths it has its pearls too” - Vincent Van Gogh

How have you been impacted the past several months? No doubt the recent 
events that have unfolded have pulled at your heart or rushed in like a 
torrential storm. The effects of the coronavirus, the economic shutdown, and 
the social upheaval has caused separation from loved ones, illness, pain, fear, 
confusion, disruption, and financial turmoil. All these have caused a strain on 
our communities, churches, and families.  

These perilous times highlight our vulnerabilities and limitations.  They point 
to our greatest human need for a healer, a miracle worker, a redeemer, a 
savior. The answer to the world’s pandemic, tribulations and issues at hand is 
found in Jesus Christ. 

LET’S SPREAD THE WORD
It is at the very heart of Apostolic Mutual (AM) to help the Church spread 
the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ especially during these times.  As 
matter of fact, this has been our intent from the inception of AM, “to support 
the Apostolic Assembly churches in fulfilling their mission.”  Everywhere, 
people are looking for solutions to calm the storms in their heart.  The imagery 
of the events of the past few months should compel us to deposit the pearls 
of truth (the Gospel) into the depths of the heart of humanity. 

“Then those who gladly received his word were baptized” – Acts 2:41 NLT

LET’S WORK TOGETHER
Through investing and financing, AM can partner with Bishops, Pastors, 
and Members of the Apostolic Assembly to help spread the Word. Will you 
consider partnering with us? Coming later this fall, we are preparing to offer 
new certificates of deposits to raise capital to fulfill our purpose.  Our goal is 
to help provide financing for the following areas: 

 • Building new temples in the international mission fields.  
 
 • Lending for church renovations to create appealing places  
    of worship.
 
 • Refinancing of existing loans to provide more  cash flow  
    for congregations to invest in evangelism. 

Not only that, we are working on providing a retirement plan option for 
pastors and members of the church to help give peace of mind regarding 
their future to focus on the task at hand. 

LET’S SUPPORT THE VISION
The prophet Isaiah paints a picture of what that task is.  It’s kingdom expansion.   
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“Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not 
hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes.” – Isaiah 54:2 NIV

The enlarging and stretching of tents is the spreading of the Gospel and 
inhabiting as many people in the family of the church. I liken the lengthening 
of cords to the financial resources necessary.  The more resources available 
the more we can accomplish.  

It is clear the vision of the Church is to expand the kingdom through the 
spreading of the Gospel and to extend our reach to a perishing world. The 
vision of Apostolic Mutual is simple and that is to help the church expand 
the kingdom and grow. It is the endeavors of AM to lengthen the cords and 
become a key financial solution to the Apostolic Assembly to help realize 
the vision.  In the past 12 months, we have provided over 1.1 million dollars 
in new loans and received approximately 1.2 million in new depositors and 
amassed over 3 million in assets. The success in executing the plan to be a vital 
assistance to the church is dependent upon the support of the constituents of 
the Apostolic Assembly – that’s you and that’s me. 

As we move forward together, let us use this season to the advantage of the 
church. Let us become passionate about the Good News of Jesus Christ. Let 
us continue to unite in prayer for each other especially for those whose hearts 
have been deeply impacted.  May God’s hand of protection be upon every 
one of you.

CHRISTIAN INVESTING 
ACKNOWLEDGES GOD’S OWNERSHIP
How much do you own? A lot? A little? Somewhere in between? Actually, 
those are trick questions! According to the Bible, you and I don’t own anything. 
It is God who owns it all!

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the 
majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 
Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. Wealth 
and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. (1 Chr. 29:11-12)
This claim of God’s ownership also is found in the Book of Psalms:

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live 
in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters.  
(Ps. 24:1- 2)

God’s ownership of all things includes: “your” money, “your” cars, “your” 
house, and, yes, “your” investments!

When you make investments as a Christian, you recognize that you are not 
investing what belongs to you; you are investing what belongs to the Lord.

———————————
7 Key Principles For Christian Investing: A Kingdom Perspective 

By Austin Pryor
Sound Mind Investing

Financial Wisdom For Living Well
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When we entered the new year, I 
do not believe anyone could have 
foreseen how the year would pan 
out.  The amount of turmoil and 
chaos that has unfurled in the past 
few months is unprecedented 
within this generation. With 
everything seemingly going 
wrong in the world, it is easy to 
feel overwhelmed, hopeless, and 
helpless. Protests and riots have 
unearthed issues that we as the 
Church need to take an active 
faith-based response and stance 
on; the Covid-19 pandemic has 
affected many of those around us 

and has left us feeling helpless as we wait for a vaccine; 
and for many (churches included), these circumstances have 
pushed finances into a precarious position. I think if we 
were given the option for a reset button, to start the year 
over, many of us would.  

Although we do not have a reset button, we can start over 
and form a new beginning. The Bible tells us in Isaiah 43:18-
19(a) “Forget the former things;  do not dwell on the 
past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do 
you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness 
and streams in the wasteland.” We can embark on this 
new beginning if we forget the past to allow for a way to be 
made amid the wilderness and wasteland, in other words 
make a way in the midst of the chaos. 

What is in our past that needs to be forgotten? Our 
ubiquitous prejudices, feelings of hopelessness and lack of 
empathy. To forget the past means that we are perceiving 
and doing things differently from our current status. This 
means that  instead of allowing the chaos and turmoil to 
overpower us and render us helpless, we stand in its midst 
and forge a new path that empowers us to act in a manner 
befitting us as children of God. 

To form a new beginning requires more than just forgetting 
the past, it requires a new heart. Let us look to the Word for 
guidance on starting anew. 

WHY DO WE HAVE CHAOS?
“Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was 
over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters.” Genesis 1:2 (NIV)

Chaos in Hebrew can be defined as: emptiness or a void. 
When we look to the creation of our world, we see that 
it was empty, void, and formless, until God brought order 
to it.  If the antithesis of order is disorder, then we can 
safely presume that amid the emptiness and void there 
was disorder. If we look to our current environment, chaos 
can be characterized by disorder, unpredictability, and 
instability. If we hearken back to the beginning of time when 
the Earth was in chaos, the being that brought everything 
to order was God. In the same way, to establish order and 
stability in our current environment we need God.  It can 
be argued that we as Christians already “have” God in our 
midst. So, why is it that this chaos still exists? The answer 

lies in the condition of our hearts.  Yes, we “have” God, 
but a hardened heart will not let God do what he needs to 
do through each and every one of us.  A hardened heart 
cannot let go of the past to move forward. We must have 
a heart that is pliable enough to allow God to change our 
old ways. 

YVONNE VASQUEZ
ATTORNEY 
AM COMPLIANCE  
COMMITTEE

NEW BEGINNINGS = A CHANGED HEART

“Although we do not have a reset button, we can start over and form a new beginning.” 
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WE NEED A NEW HEART
“And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will 
put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from 
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh” Ezekiel 36:26 
ESV

A hardened heart is often the result of sin or of an effort to 
protect itself from great pain.  Sin desensitizes the heart and 
makes it difficult to distinguish right from wrong. Likewise, 
the “protection” we put over our hearts each time we are 
hurt by an offense or rejection desensitizes the heart to a 
point where empathy is diminished, and trust is more akin 
to suspicion. This lack of empathy places our needs and 
wants above all others. It goes beyond lacking the empathy 
to help those in need. You can help anyone in need, but 
not harbor any love for them. In a state where hearts are 
hardened, it prohibits us from exhibiting and experiencing 
the love of God to the fullest. 

Evidence of a hardened heart is made apparent with the 
inability to change old preconceived notions of what is right 
and wrong. For example, this is noticeable in our present 
times with communities, churches, and individuals needing 
to take necessary precautions to prevent the spread of 
Covid-19. Those who fail to take the necessary precautions 
often do it for selfish reasons, where they are placing their 
wants above all others.  Indeed, it is not because they are 
looking out for their neighbor, they are looking only to 

their “needs”.  A hardened heart prevents us from not only 
finding peace in the middle of chaos, but also inextricably 
ties us to our past behavior and beliefs which makes it nigh 
impossible to form a new beginning. 

It is at this point that we must humbly turn to God and ask 
Him to remove the heart of stone and replace it with one 
of flesh that has been softened so that we can love the way 
God has loved us. 

LOVE OVERCOMES THE CHAOS 
 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all 
men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.” John 13:34-35 (NIV)

When we love as has God has loved us, we are able to 
effectively impact our surroundings. This love allows us 
to be open to change, to being attuned to the needs 
of others and to take a stand to do what is morally and 
ethically correct.   Although our current circumstances are 
rife with uncertainty and instability, when we carry the love 
of God in our hearts, it is so much easier to take a positive 
step forward. This love transforms communities, churches, 
families and individuals.  This love moves organizations and 
churches to consider modifying budgets to accommodate 
the needs of those who have been hit hardest during these 
times, while at the same time keeps those who have been 
privileged enough, to continue giving so that organizations 
and churches can moves forward. It also gives us the 
courage to make a public stand for those who have been 
marginalized by the racism that is running rampant in our 
country.  God’s love allows for us to recognize that surviving 
a crisis of this magnitude requires a new beginning, a 
departure from the status quo.

When we embark on this new beginning, we are starting 
afresh. We are allowing for God to stand with us during the 
chaos and are also allowing God to change our old mindsets 
and behaviors so that God can use us to demonstrate his 
love. Thus, I encourage you to forge a new beginning, 
leave the past behind and stand strong in your present 
circumstances.

NEW BEGINNINGS = A CHANGED HEART
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